
CONGRESSMAN BACHUS STATEMENT ON NORTHERN BELTLINE PROJECT

WASHINGTON (May 11) – Congressman Spencer Bachus (AL-6) has submitted the following
remarks in support of the full completion of the Northern Beltline in connection with the
Birmingham Metropolitan Planning Organization’s request for public comment on a proposal to
remove the western leg of the project.

      

 

  

            Completing I-459 to give Birmingham a complete Interstate loop, like other
major cities, would rank as one of the most important economic development initiatives
in our region’s recent history.  Thousands of jobs will be created during construction
and many more through new development that would occur along the completed
Northern Beltline.  Aside from the substantial economic impact, this modern highway
would reduce traffic congestion, roadway accidents and fatalities, and positively impact
air quality.  After many years, we have finally put the pieces in place to fund and
complete the Northern Beltline, but we cannot take our eyes off the goal.

  

            The Appalachian Development Highway System (ADHS), authorized by
Congress in 1965 to fund major transportation corridors in thirteen states, includes I-22
and the Northern Beltline in Alabama.  Nationwide, more than three quarters of the
authorized 3,090 highway miles are complete.  Funding through this program to each
state is determined based on a formula that evaluates the total cost-to-complete of each
corridor.  Alabama has significantly more unfinished ADHS work, and therefore a higher
cost-to-complete, than any of the other states whose major projects have already been
completed.  Alabama’s time to receive its full infusion of federal funds for the
completion of the Northern Beltline has finally come.  State leaders should aggressively
pursue this funding to finish a project that has been a vision for many, many years.

  

            Current law will provide one half billion dollars to Alabama over a five-year
period, beginning in October 2011, that can only be used for construction of the Northern
Beltline.  At this rate, the entire project could be complete in approximately 20 years. 
Because of the funding formula, if the funds are not used specifically for the Northern
Beltline, they will not go to other projects in Alabama or be reserved for future use; they
will go to other states, many of whom have already had their priority projects funded in
full.
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            Local leaders should demand that full funding for the Northern Beltline be
reflected in  transportation plans and those plans should be implemented immediately. 
It would be a historic loss to pass up such a great opportunity for our region.
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